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requirements for the new federal-aid system designations to be made
within 2 years after passage of the act.

Because of the ISTEA's new emphasis on MPOs for planning and
decision making, combined with statewide intermodal planning re-
quirements, port officials should become much more involved in the
planning activities of their MPOs and state DOTs. The act indicates
that MPOs should include elected officials, appropriate state offi-
cials, and officials of local transportation agencies. This indicates
that port officials can be directly involved in their MPOs, as they
already are in some states and metropolitan areas. For example, to
ensure the consideration of freight transportation needs, Washington
State recently required MPOs in the state to include a port official on
their boards. Port officials should seize these opportunities to ensure
that (a) their access routes are considered for inclusion in the designa-
tion of the National Highway System and (b) their MPOs conform to
the intermodal freight transportation planning requirements of the
ISTEA, which includes providing for port access routes. As state and
local officials deal with the intermodal requirements of the ISTEA,
port officials should take the initiative to make sure intermodal
freight transportation needs are included.

Ports can also take a leadership role in showing MPO and state
transportation planners how alternative investments in port facilities
can reduce the demands on already-congested highways. Greater
state or local funds invested in grade separation projects or, on a
larger scale, a dedicated transportation corridor may improve rail
access and reduce the demand for highway transportation or shift
truck operations from residential streets onto separate facilities. Al-
ternatively, investments to improve barge shipments may allow com-
modities that had been transported partly by land to move by water.
Such investments will become more and more important as the ability
of local and state governments to expand highway capacity dimin-
ishes in the future, and they are more likely to be supported by federal
aid given the increased flexibility in funding provided by the ISTEA.

Local elected officials should also be reminded of the impor-
tance of ports to local jobs and businesses, of the importance of
double-stack rail service to modern container ports, and of the
mobility of private investments in the deregulated era. Port offi-
cials should be actively educating local elected officials, com-
mercial, neighborhood, and environmental groups about the
transportation needs of ports; the roles that ports play in moving